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Amendments to the Claims : 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application: 

1 . (Currently Amended) An image data outputting apparatus for outputting copy 
forgery preventing image data for preventing copy-based forgery, comprising: 

storing means for storing a plurality of pieces of copy forgery preventing 
image data corresponding to image forming characteristics of a plurality of image forming 
apparatuses; 

selecting means for selecting a piece of copy forgery preventing image data 
corresponding to a- an image forming characteristic of an image forming apparatus specified 
for forming an image from the plurality of pieces of copy forgery preventing image data 
stored in the storing means; and 

outputting means for outputting the piece of copy forgery preventing image 
data selected by the selecting means to the image forming apparatus specified for forming an 
image., by printing, wh e r e in: 

th e pi e c e of copy forg e ry pr e venting image data includ e s at l e ast a background 

portion constitut e d by a first pattern and a latent imag e portion constitut e d by a s e cond 
patt e rn; and 

th e s e l e cting m e ans s e l e cts th e pi e c e of copy forg e ry pr e v e nting imag e data so 

that, wh e n an image is form e d by th e sp e cifi e d imag e forming apparatu s , the background 
portion and th e lat e nt imag e portion ar e almost e qual in density. 

2. (Canceled). 

3. (Currently Amended) An image data outputting apparatus for outputting copy 
forgery preventing image data for preventing copy-based forgery, comprising: 
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generating means for generating copy forgery preventing image data 
corresponding to a- an image forming characteristic of an image forming apparatus for 
forming an image; and 

outputting means for outputting the copy forgery preventing image data 
generated by the generating means to the image forming apparatus for forming an image^-by 
printing, wh e r e in: 

th e copy forgery preventing imago data includes at l e ast a background portion 

constitut e d by a first pattern and a latent imago portion constituted by a second pattern; and 

furth e r comprising a s e l e cting means that s e l e cts a piec e of copy forg e ry 

pr e v e nting image data so that, when an imag e is form e d by th e sp e cifi e d imag e forming 
apparatus, th e background portion and th e latent imag e portion ar e almost e qual in d e nsity. 

4. (Currently Amended) An image data outputting method for outputting copy 
forgery preventing image data for preventing copy-based forgery, the method comprising the 
steps of: 

selecting a piece of copy forgery preventing image data corresponding to a-an 
image forming characteristic of an image forming apparatus specified for forming an image 
from a plurality of pieces of copy forgery preventing image data corresponding to image 
forming characteristics of a plurality of image forming apparatuses stored in storing means; 
and 

outputting the selected piece of copy forgery preventing image data to the 
image forming apparatus specified for forming an image,, by printing, wh e r e in: 

th e pi e c e of copy forg e ry pr e venting imago data includ es at l e ast a background 

portion constitut e d by a first patt e rn and a lat e nt imag e portion constituted by a s e cond 
patt e rn; and 
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th e selecting st e p includes s e l e cting th e pi e c e of copy forgery prev e nting 

imag e data so that, when an imago is formed by the sp e cifi e d imag e forming apparatus, th e 
background portion and the latent imag e portion arc almost equal in density. 

5. (Currently Amended) An image data outputting method for outputting copy 
forgery preventing image data for preventing copy-based forgery, the method comprising the 
steps of: 

generating copy forgery preventing image data corresponding to a-an image 
forming characteristic of an image forming apparatus for forming an image; and 

outputting the generated copy forgery preventing image data to the image 
forming apparatus for forming an image., by printing, wh e rein: 

the copy forg e ry pr e v e nting image data includ e s at l e ast a background portion 

constitut e d by a first pattern and a lat e nt imago portion constituted by a second pattern; and 

furth e r comprising s e lecting the piece of copy forgery pr e v e nting image data 

so that, when an imago is form e d by the sp e cifi e d imag e forming apparatus, th e background 
portion and th e latent imago portion are almost e qual in d e nsity. 

6. (Currently Amended) An image data outputting apparatus which outputs a 
piece of copy forgery preventing image data for preventing copy-based forgery to an image 
forming apparatus for forming an image based on a piece of forgery prevention target image 
data to be protected from copy-based forgery, the image data outputting apparatus 
comprising: 

storing means for storing a plurality of pieces of forgery prevention target image data 
and a plurality of pieces of copy forgery preventing image data; 

retrieving and selecting means for retrieving a piece of forgery prevention target 
image data corresponding to information transmitted from a terminal from the plurality of 
pieces of forgery prevention target image data stored in the storing means and selecting a 
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piece of copy forgery preventing image data corresponding to the retrieved piece of forgery 
prevention target image data and an image forming characteristic of an image forming 
apparatus specified for forming an image by printing; and 

outputting means for outputting the retrieved piece of forgery prevention target image 
data and the selected piece of copy forgery preventing image data, wherein: 

the piece of copy forgery preventing image data includes at least a background 
portion constituted by a first pattern and a latent image portion constituted by a second 
pattern; and 

the selecting means selects the piece of copy forgery preventing image data so 
that, when an image is formed by the specified image forming apparatus, the background 
portion and the latent image portion are almost equal in density. 

7. (Currently Amended) An image data outputting apparatus which outputs a 
piece of copy forgery preventing image data for preventing copy-based forgery to an image 
forming apparatus for forming an image based on a piece of forgery prevention target image 
data to be protected from copy-based forgery, the image data outputting apparatus 
comprising: 

storing means for storing a plurality of pieces of forgery prevention target 

image data; 

retrieving means for retrieving a piece of forgery prevention target image data 
corresponding to information transmitted from a terminal from the plurality of pieces of 
forgery prevention target image data stored in the storing means; 

generating means for generating a piece of copy forgery preventing image data 
corresponding to the retrieved piece of forgery prevention target image data and an image 
forming characteristic of an image forming apparatus specified for forming an image by 
printing; and 

-5- 



Application No. 09/923,446 

outputting means for outputting the retrieved piece of forgery prevention target 
image data and the generated piece of copy forgery preventing image data, wherein: 

the piece of copy forgery preventing image data includes at least a background 
portion constituted by a first pattern and a latent image portion constituted by a second 
pattern; and 

the retrieving means retrieves the piece of copy forgery preventing image data 
so that, when an image is formed by the specified image forming apparatus, the background 
portion and the latent image portion are almost equal in density. 

8. (New) The image data outputting apparatus according to claim 1, wherein: 

the piece of copy forgery preventing image data includes at least a background 
portion constituted by a first pattern and a latent image portion constituted by a second 
pattern; and 

the selecting means selects the piece of copy forgery preventing image data so 
that, when an image is formed by the specified image forming apparatus, the background 
portion and the latent image portion are almost equal in density. 
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